UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


3  01 1 2 1 20251 886 


C 

0) 


£ 

■c 


c 

a: 


-2J 


(0 

a 

Q 

t/5 

Q) 

O 


O  > 


cn  (0 

o  £  ^ 

Ci)  -r 

OQ)  ^ 

CD  Q 


CO 

oo 

CM 

\o 

J 

12 

.2 

'd5 

.£ 

'C 

a 

c/) 


h  Laws 


Do  you  know  what  happens  in  the  first  fatal  second  after 
a  car  going  55  miles  per  hour  hits  a  solid  object? 


In  the  first  tenth  of  the 

second,  the  front  bumper  and 
grille  collapse. 

The  second  tenth  of  the 
second  finds  the  hood  crum¬ 
pling,  rising  and  hitting  the 
windshield  as  the  spinning  rear 
wheels  lift  from  the  ground. 
Simultaneously,  fenders  begin 
to  wrap  themselves  around  the 
solid  object.  Although  the  car’s 
frame  has  been  halted,  the  rest 
of  the  car  is  still  going  55  mph. 
Instinct  causes  the  driver  to 
stiffen  his  or  her  legs  against 
the  crash,  and  they  snap  at  the 
knee. 

In  the  third  tenth  of  the 


second,  the  steering  wheel 
begins  to  disintegrate  and  the 
steering  column  aims  for  the 
driver’s  chest. 

The  fourth  tenth  of  the 
second  finds  two  feet  of  the 
car’s  front  end  wrecked  while 
the  rear  end  is  still  moving  at 
35  mph.  The  driver’s  body  is 
still  traveling  at  55  mph. 

In  the  fifth  tenth  of  the 
second,  the  driver  is  impaled  on 
the  steering  column  and  blood 
rushes  into  the  lungs. 

By  the  sixth  tenth  of  the 
second,  impact  has  built  to  the 
point  where  the  driver’s  feet  are 
ripped  out  of  tightly  laced 


shoes.  The  brake  pedal  breaks 
off.  The  car  frame  buckles  in 
the  middle.  The  driver’s  head 
smashes  into  the  windshield  as 
the  rear  wheels,  still  spinning, 
fall  back  to  the  earth. 

In  the  seventh  tenth  of 
the  second,  hinges  rip  loose, 
doors  fly  open,  and  the  seats 
break  free,  striking  the  driver 
from  behind. 

The  seats  striking  the 
driver  do  not  bother  him  or  her, 
because  the  driver  is  already 
dead. 

Now  will  you  buckle  your 
seat  belt? 
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If  you  think  Illinois’  DUI  laws  are  tough,  take  a  look  at  how 
some  other  countries  deal  with  drinking  and  driving. 

Norway  —  First  offense  results  in  three  weeks  in  jail  doing  hard  labor  and  loss  of  license  for 
one  year.  A  second  offense  within  five  years  results  in  revocation  of  the  driver’s  license  for  life. 

Sweden  —  Automatic  jail  sentence  of  one  year. 

Canada,  Province  of  Ontario  —  First  offense  results  in  one-year  suspension  of  license. 
Second  offense  within  a  five-year  period  results  in  two-year  license  suspension.  Both  first  and 
second  offenses  can  carry  fines  ranging  from  $500  to  $1,500. 


H  Russia  —  Deprivation  of  freedom  or  hard  labor  for  up  to  one  year,  and  deprivation  of  driver's 
license  for  up  to  5  years. 

England  —  One  year  suspension,  $250  fine,  and  one  yeai'  of  hard  labor. 

Kenya  —  License  revoked  for  life. 

South  Africa  —  Fine  and  imprisonment  of  one  year. 


FACTS 

X  In  Illinois  during  1994, 

656  people  were  killed  in 
alcohol-related  crashes. 


X  Nationally  in  1994,  16,589 
lives  were  lost  and  about  one 
million  people  were  injured  in 
alcohol-related  crashes. 

X  In  1994,  45  alcohol- 
related  fatalities  occuiTed 
each  day.  That’s  one  every  32 
minutes. 

X  In  1994,  2,740  injuries 
from  alcohol-related  crashes 
occurred  each  day.  That’s  one 
every  27  seconds. 

X  Nationally,  40.8  percent  of 
all  motor  vehicle  crash 
fatalities  are  alcohol -related. 

X  Motor  vehicle  crashes  are 
the  leading  cause  of  death  for 
every  age  group  between  five 
and  33. 

X  Almost  two  in  every  five 
Americans  will  be  involved  in 
an  alcohol-related  crash 
during  their  lifetimes. 

X  The  economic  cost  of  the 
DUI  problem  is  estimated  to 
be  more  than  $46  billion 
annually. 
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Dear  Teens, 

People  often  say  your 
teen  years  are  the  best  years 
of  your  life.  But  the  reality  is, 
being  a  teenager  isn’t  always 
easy.  You  face  a  lot  of  tough 
decisions  that  can  affect  your 
future. 

One  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  decisions  you’ll  ever 
make  concerns  drinking  and 
driving.  Unfortunately,  this  important  issue  is  of¬ 
ten  taken  lightly  by  teens.  That  is  why  my  office  is 
introducing  the  “3-D "  newsletter.  We  want  to  pro¬ 
vide  teens  with  a  unique  and  interesting  way  to  get 
the  facts  about  drinking  and  driving.  We  hope  this 
newsletter  will  show  teenagers  just  how  dangerous 
it  is  to  drink  and  drive. 


Automobile  crashes  are  the  leading  cause  of 
death  for  young  adults.  Nationally,  every  day  six 
individuals  between  the  ages  of  16  and  20  die  in 
automobile  crashes,  almost  half  of  which  are  al¬ 
cohol-related.  That’s  one  death  every  32  minutes. 

We  hope  that  after  the  facts  are  out  there, 
teens  will  realize  that  the  most  serious  conse¬ 
quence  of  drinking  and  driving  isn’t  the  loss  of  a 
driver’s  license  —  it’s  the  loss  of  a  life. 


Sincerely. 

GEORGE  H.  RYAN 
Secretary  of  State 
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Someone  you  should  know 

Marti  Belluschi  uses  personal  experienee  to  teaeh  others 


Marti  Belluschi’s  interest  in 
traffic  safety  dates  back  to  1964 
when  she  and  her  father  were  vic¬ 
tims  of  a  drunk  driver.  Her  father 
was  seriously  in¬ 
jured  in  the 
crash,  which  left 
Marti  fighting  for 
her  life. 

Belluschi 
now  works  in  the 
Secretary  of 
State’s  office  as  a 
special  assistant.  Her  responsi¬ 
bilities  include  organizing  DUl 
programs  and  coordinating  pub¬ 
lic  education  and  outreach  efforts. 

Part  of  Belluschi’s  public 
education  program  is  to  tell  the 
story  of  how  a  drunk  driver  af¬ 
fected  her  life.  She  sometimes 
goes  into  graphic  detail  of  the 
events  that  took  place  during  and 
after  the  crash. 

Belluschi  speaks  of  being 
thrown  through  the  windshield, 
her  face  and  throat  slashed  and 
her  leg  shattered.  She  tells  of  how 
emergency  workers  took  bobby 
pins  from  her  hair  to  clamp  off 
severed  veins;  how  nurses  put  a 
sheet  over  her  face  before  they 
would  let  her  mother  see  her;  how 
it  took  many  operations  to  create 
a  new  face. 

“Every  morning  when  I  wake 
up  and  look  in  the  mirror.  I’m  re¬ 
minded  of  that  drunk  driver.” 
Belluschi  tells  students.  “I  see  this 
face,  and  it’s  a  fine  face.  But  it’s 
not  my  face.” 

Belluschi  said  that  18  stu¬ 
dents  have  fainted  during  her 
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This  picture,  taken  from  a  1964  newspaper,  shows  the  wrecked 
car  in  which  Belluschi  was  a  passenger. 


speeches  over  the  past  three 
years. 

“I’m  particularly 
touched  when 
people  do  faint 
because  you 
know  they’re 
listening 
and  you 
know  they 
care."  she 
said.  “Kids 
who  faint  wake 
up  —  kids  killed 
by  drunk  drivers  don’t." 

Belluschi  was  initially  hos 
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pitalized  for  two  and  a  half 
months  and  has  had  related  sur¬ 
gery  as  recently  as  1987. 

The  drunk  driver 
who  hit  Belluschi 
and  her  father 
was  21  years 
old  and  unin¬ 
sured.  so  all  ex¬ 
penses  result¬ 
ing  from  the 
crash  have  been 
paid  by  Belluschi 
and  her  family.  The 
drunk  driver  lost  his  license 
for  90  days. 


ILLINOIS  STATE  LIBRARY 


Take  this  quiz  to  find  out 

how  much  you  know  about 

the  consequences  of  drinking 

and  driving. 

1 .  What  is  the  penalty  for  a 
first  offense  under  the 
new  “Use  It  &  Lose  It” 
law? 

a.  Loss  of  driving  privileges 
for  one  month. 

b.  Loss  of  driving  privileges 
for  three  months. 

c.  Being  required  to  listen  to 
Barry  Manilow  CDs  for  24 
hours  straight 

d.  Your  car  will  be  taken 
away,  and  you’ll  be  forced 
to  drive  a  Yugo  with 
flames  painted  on  the 
front. 

2.  What  is  the  penalty  for  a 
second  offense  under 
the  new  “Use  It  &  Lose 
It”  law? 

a.  Watching  home  movies 
with  your  parents  on  your 
next  date. 

b.  Execution.  (This  is  actu¬ 
ally  the  penalty  for  DUI  in 
El  Salvador.) 

c.  Loss  of  driving  privileges 
for  six  months. 

d.  Loss  of  driving  privileges 
for  one  yeau". 

3.  Aside  from  the  loss  of 
driving  privileges  and 
possible  fines  and  jail 
time,  what  other  conse¬ 
quences  can  a  DUI  have? 

a.  High  insurance  costs. 

b.  Mandatory  alcohol  evailua- 
tion  and  treatment. 

c.  Court  and  attorney  fees. 

d.  Negative  long-term  effects 
on  driving  record  and  job 
opportunities. 

e.  All  of  the  above. 

4.  According  to  national 
statistics,  in  1994  how 
many  lives  were  lost  in 
alcohol-related  crashes 
each  day? 

a.  20 

b.  29 

c.  7 

d.  45 

5.  According  to  Illinois 
statistics,  in  1994  how 
many  people  were  killed 
in  alcohol-related 
crashes? 

a.  58 

b.  120 

c.  656 

d.  587 
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Use  It  &  Lose  It  suspensions 
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